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Michael Menchaca: MesoAmerican 
Codices  
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST 
San Antonio-based artist Michael Menchaca’s colorful 
illustrations and videos draw inspiration from pictorial 
history books of ancient Mesoamerica known as 
“codices” that traced history, religion, and 
geography through a codified, symbolic language. 
Using this historical precedent, he creates a visual 
allegory to address sociopolitical issues surrounding 
the US-Mexican border. Menchaca is the Summer 
2013 Window Works exhibitor where his multi-
dimensional installation--"AUTOS 
SACRAMENTALES"--depicts self-sacrifice in homage 
to El Diedad del Queso, a rat god, and Aquilas, an 
eagle deity. 
 
 
LESSON OVERVIEW 
In this lesson we will be acquainted with the Mesoamerican culture. Just like children’s 
books, Mesoamerican Codices told stories using imagery and so does Michael 
Menchaca’s artwork.  Students will be creating their own codice using a variety of 

Above:  Left:  Detail of Autos Sacramentales, 2013.  Above:  Right:  Setup of 

Autos Sacramentales, 2013. 

Above: Michael Menchaca. Photo credit to 

Walley Films 
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stickers on transparent film.  Exploring color, pattern, and repetition students will 
develop and illustrate their own imagery with references to multiple codices. Creativity 
will be nourished as students develop their own characters and stories. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
In this lesson, students will: 

• Create their own codice using stickers 
• Dramatize and adorn their codice with 

patterns and repetitive elements. 
• Make decisions based on color themes, 

positive and negative space.  
• Identify geometric and organic shapes that 

can work harmoniously in one composition. 
 

MATERIALS 
• Transparent film or transparency paper (8.5” 

x 11”) 
• Stickers: Varieties of shapes, sizes, and colors 
• Colored Sharpies 
• Scissors 
• Clear Tape 
• Pencils 
• Resource images of Menchaca’s artwork or 

show images off of his website, 
http://michaelmenchaca.com/home.html 

• Resource PowerPoint of MesoAmerican 
codices 

• Resource print outs of common Codices that 
are accurately labeled  
 

WARM-UP 
• Children will do three thumbnail sketches of 

codices they are interested in.  Each sketch 
should be fully detailed.  Students should 
think about what stickers will be appropriate 
for specific areas.  Students should also 
identify what animal/plant they are portraying.  
From these sketches students will choose their 

Above: Examples of student projects 
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best and reference it as they move onto their 
final project. 

 
PROCEDURE 
The student will… 

1. Be given a transparent film and a variety of stickers, all shapes, sizes, and colors.  
Having eyeball stickers is very helpful as well. 

2. Use their warm-up exercise as a reference to start gathering stickers that are 
suitable for their codice. 

3. Students can cut and manipulate the stickers and they see fit (it is easier to cut 
the stickers before you peel them off so they are not sticking to the scissors as 
you cut). 

4. Place stickers on transparent film and use a permanent marker to embellish with 
pattern and detail. 

5. Display their final artwork along a window. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS TO FACILITATE A CONVERSATION WITH STUDENTS 

• How do you think Michael Manchaca became interested in the MesoAmerican 
culture? What do you know about this culture? 

• What animals has Menchaca portrayed in Artpace’s Window Works exhibition? 
Why do you think he chose those particular animals? 

• What type of story do you think is being told in this exhibition? 
• Does the style of Menchaca’s work remind you of anything?  Do you think 

cartoons have an influence in his style? 
• What are Codices?  Is there anything today that reminds you of Codices? 
• What decisions did you make when choosing the Codices you wanted to depict?   
• If your Codices were to tell a story, what would your story be? 
• What would you name your codice? 
• What is pattern?  How did you incorporate it into your project? 

 
EXTENSIONS 

• Create a series of 5-10 codices that are telling a story. 
• Create a story board that goes along with your codice to help the viewer piece 

together your imagery.  
• Create a 3D model of your Codices.  
• Write a narrative to go along with your project. 
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• Create a writing prompt to go along with your lesson. 
 
FOR OLDER STUDENTS 

• Identify the type of codice you represented.  Research this codice, what are the 
myths and beliefs behind it? 

• Argue what could be considered a codice in present day life. 
 
FOR YOUNGER STUDENTS 

• Illustrate yourself as a codice, what would you look like. 
• Do a warm up activity where the students use different shapes to create a 

pattern. 
 
TEKS 

• FINE ARTS 
o 117.11 (b.1), (b.2), (b.3.A), (b.3.B), (b.4) 
o 117.14 (b.1), (b.2), (b.3), (b.4) 
o 117.17 (b.1), (b.2), (b.3.B), (b.4) 
o 117.32 (b.1), (b.2), (b.3.A), (b.3.B), (b.4) 
o 117.35 (b.1), (b.2), (b.3.A), (b.3.B), (b.4) 
o 117.38 (b.1), (b.2), (b.3.B), (b.4) 

• ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND READING 
o 110.10-110.16 (b.18.C), (b.11.A, B) 

• SOCIAL STUDIES 
o 113.10-113.16 (b.2.B), (b.3.A, B), (b.9.B), (b.11.A, B), (b.12.A, B) 
o 113.17-113.20 (b.1.B), (b.17.E), (b.18.A, C, D) 

• MATH 
o 111.2 (b.1.B, C), (b.2.D, (b.6.A-F) 
o 111.3-111.5 (b.A-C) 
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http://www.ancientscripts.com/mixtec.html 
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http://www.behance.net/gallery/Tonalpohualli-Aztec-calendar-symbols/6162921 
 

 


