
Poem on Teleprompter Text 
 
Silence does not mean absence; 
it means arrangement. 
 
It is the careful placement of distance 
between oneself 
and the body that crosses, 
 
the hand that knocks, 
the name mispronounced 
or erased. 
 
Violence is watched 
the way weather is watched— 
 
inevitable, 
regrettable, 
 
while its passage is consumed 
and its presence is denied. 
 
Willingness is disavowed, 
never ours to stop— 
 
even as daily life 
is reorganized 
 
around 
 
the labor, 
the fear, 
the disposability of others. 
 
The observer learns to live 
frictionless: 
 
compassion without proximity, 
sympathy without risk, 



knowledge without consequence. 
 
This is how hypocrisy survives— 
 
not through hatred, 
but through courtesy, 
routine, 
 
and the quiet conviction 
that remaining still 
is the same as remaining 
innocent. 
 
Consumption feeds 
an insatiable hunger for cruelty, 
 
Intolerance toward difference 
moves comfortably on all sides. 
 
shielding the self 
behind screens. 
 
Division is employed 
across positions 
 
to sustain confusion, 
rage, 
and power— 
 
blame is circulating endlessly, 
never allowed to settle. 

  



Monitor Installation – YouTube Source Information 
 

1. Video | Joe Biden on Immigration, 1993 

September 19, 1993 
The footage may be degraded, but former Senator Joe Biden's 1993 message is clear: 
As a nation, we must enforce our immigration laws. Does he stay true to that in his 
2020 presidential run? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myywOvx4E8c 

 

Voiceover | Donald Trump calls some illegal immigrants “animals” in meeting with 
sheriffs 

May 16, 2018 

President Trump said some people coming across the border are “animals,” after a 
Fresno sheriff spoke about illegal immigrants arrested for crimes. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tmT7-dhOWs 

 

2. Video | Barack Obama unveils new immigration plan 
November 20, 2014 
President Barack Obama administers executive action as he unveils his plan to overhaul 
the U.S. immigration policy. 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=obama+immigration 
 

Voiceover | “Why Not Get People from Norway?” Trump goes on a rant against 
immigrants from “third-world countries” 

December 10, 2025 

President Donald Trump lashed out at immigrants from "third-world countries" during 
a rally in Pennsylvania and questioned why the U.S. doesn’t attract more immigrants 
from Scandinavian nations. “Why is it we only take people from s—-hole countries, 
right?” he told the audience. “Why can’t we have some people from Norway, Sweden? 
Just a few. But we always take people from Somalia. Places that are a disaster, right? 
Filthy, dirty, disgusting, ridden with crime.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjbDEoTNBd8 

 

3. Video | George W. Bush on the need for comprehensive immigration reform 
April 21, 2021 
Norah O'Donnell interviews former President George W. Bush, who says not passing 
immigration reform is one of his biggest regrets. He also criticizes former President 
Donald Trump's anti-immigration rhetoric. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myywOvx4E8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myywOvx4E8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tmT7-dhOWs
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=obama+immigration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjbDEoTNBd8


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vcBoKoCapqk&t=108s 
 

Voiceover | "Are you stupid?" Donald Trump snaps at reporter over immigration, D.C. 
shooting questions 
November 28, 2025 
President Donald Trump snapped at a reporter angrily on Thursday, speaking from 
Mar-a-Lago, and announced the death of a National Guard soldier who had been shot 
in Washington, D.C., the day before Thanksgiving. The deceased soldier was identified 
as Army Specialist Sarah Beckstrom, a member of the West Virginia National Guard. 
Trump spoke to reporters in Florida after his Thanksgiving phone call with members of 
the military. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbYHs7Ot43M 

 

4. Video | Bill Clinton on Illegal Immigration at the 1995 State of the Union 
January 24, 1995 

President Bill Clinton, during the 1995 State of the Union speech, said, "It is wrong and 
ultimately self-defeating for a nation of immigrants to permit the kind of abuse of our 
immigration laws we have seen in recent years, and we must do more to stop it." 

Question for those who come across this video: Why is Bill Clinton hailed as a genius 
when he talks tough on illegal immigration, and yet Donald Trump is compared to 
Hitler when he does the very same thing? Does the word "hypocrisy" mean anything to 
you? Because if it doesn't, it should. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RzlviQH4FhQ 
 

Voiceover | Donald Trump: The United States has the 'dumbest' immigration laws 
October 23, 2018 
President Donald Trump said the United States has the "dumbest immigration laws 
anywhere in the   world." He reiterated his assault on Democrats as the ones 
responsible for the nation's immigration woes, citing what he calls a "catch and 
release" system.  "Once they set foot on our land, it's like, 'Welcome to the United 
States,'" Trump said.  

 

Trump also referenced the Central American migrant caravan, estimated to include 
more than 7,000 people, which has been traveling north toward the U.S. border. "We 
have a lot of people coming up," Trump said. "We can't let that happen.” Trump was 
addressing a group of local elected officials from California, Alaska, and Hawaii who 
had been invited to Washington, D.C. for a State Leadership Day event. The initiative 
has brought officials from across the country to discuss shared federal-local priorities.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vcBoKoCapqk&t=108s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hbYHs7Ot43M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RzlviQH4FhQ


 

Trump also repeated comments from his Monday night rally for Sen. Ted Cruz in Texas, 
saying, "Call me a nationalist if you'd like, but I don't want companies leaving." Trump 
criticized so-called globalists, declaring, "You know what I am? I'm a nationalist." 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDPoxoLslbc 
 

5. Video | Ronald Reagan declared war on drugs and organized crime, 1982 
October 14, 1982 
“The street criminal, the drug pusher, the mobster, the corrupt policeman, the public 
official, they form their own criminal subculture. They contribute to, and they prosper 
in, a climate of lawlessness. They need each other. They use each other. They protect 
each other.” – U.S. President Ronald Reagan 

 

Reagan recommitted the United States to the war on drugs in a major announcement 
giving law enforcement enhanced tools to fight drug trafficking and organized crime in 
an eight-point plan. He spoke to a receptive audience in the Great Hall of the 
Department of Justice in Washington, D.C.  The video is courtesy of the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Library, with thanks. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAh-JavFAuI&t=110s 

 

Voiceover | Donald Trump on Minnesota shooting: “ICE will make mistakes 
sometimes,” Good's father was a “Trump fan” 
January 20, 2026 
U.S. President Donald Trump said ICE “will make mistakes sometimes” and said the 
father of U.S. citizen Renée Good, who was fatally shot by an ICE officer, was a 
'tremendous Trump fan'.  

 

"You know they [ICE] are going to make mistakes sometimes. I felt horribly when I was 
told that the young woman who had the tragedy, it's a tragedy, it's a horrible thing, 
everybody would say it, ICE would say the same thing, but when I learned her parents, 
her father in particular, is like, I hope he still is, I don't know, was a tremendous Trump 
fan, he was all for Trump. He loved Trump, and it's terrible," Trump said during an 
appearance at the White House briefing.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGybQJOg8wY&t=18s 
 

6. Video | Richard Nixon declares drug abuse “public enemy number one” 
June 17, 1971 
In a press conference, President Nixon declared drug abuse “public enemy number 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDPoxoLslbc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDPoxoLslbc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDPoxoLslbc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAh-JavFAuI&t=110s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGybQJOg8wY&t=18s


one.” He announced the creation of a special action office for drug abuse prevention 
and requested $155 million to underwrite the effort, $105 million of which would be 
dedicated to treatment and rehabilitation. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8TGLLQlD9M&t=53s 
 

Voiceover | Donald Trump participates in “One, Big, Beautiful Event” 
Jun 26, 2025 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xa20sWp9bWA 

 

Data Resources for Wall Projections 
 
Immigration Enforcement and Detention Economy 
Cost of immigration enforcement 

- https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/the-cost-of-immigration-
enforcement-and-border-security 

- https://www.migrationpolicy.org 
Detention system and private contractors 

- https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/issues/detention-101 
- https://www.aclu.org/issues/immigrants-rights/immigrants-rights-and-detention 
- https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org 

Department of Homeland Security budgets and appropriations 
- https://www.dhs.gov/publication/budget-in-brief 
- https://www.congress.gov/appropriations 
- https://crsreports.congress.gov 

ICE detention and enforcement spending 
- https://www.ice.gov/statistics 
- https://www.ice.gov/factsheets 
- https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research 

 
Private Prison Companies 
GEO Group 

- https://www.geogroup.com 
- https://www.sec.gov/edgar/search (search: GEO Group annual reports) 
- https://www.stockanalysis.com/stocks/geo/financials 

CoreCivic 
- https://www.corecivic.com 
- https://www.sec.gov/edgar/search (search: CoreCivic annual reports) 
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- https://www.stockanalysis.com/stocks/cxw/financials 
 

Political Donations and Lobbying 
Federal campaign finance data 

- https://www.fec.gov/data/ 
- https://www.opensecrets.org 
- https://www.followthemoney.org 

 
Immigration and Crime Research 
Peer-reviewed research 

- https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2014704117 
- https://www.nationalacademies.org 
- https://www.annualreviews.org 

Policy research and data analysis 
- https://www.cato.org 
- https://www.brennancenter.org 
- https://www.urban.org 

 

Immigrant Economic Contribution and Labor 

Economic and labor impact 
- https://www.bls.gov 
- https://www.usda.gov 
- https://www.epi.org 
- https://www.newamericaneconomy.org 
- https://www.nilc.org 

Social Security and tax contributions 
- https://www.ssa.gov/oact/NOTES/pdf_notes/note151.pdf 

 
Surveillance, Detention Technology, and Monitoring 
Electronic monitoring and enforcement tech 

- https://www.biometricupdate.com 
- https://www.gao.gov 
- https://www.eff.org 

 
Deportation Flights and Contracting 
Government contracting data 
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- https://www.usaspending.gov 
- https://sam.gov 

Aviation contractors and deportation flights reporting 
- https://www.propublica.org 
- https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org 

 
Federal Incarceration and Mass Incarceration Costs 

- https://www.prisonpolicy.org 
- https://www.bjs.ojp.gov 
- https://www.vera.org 

 
Budget and Federal Spending Data 

- https://www.cbo.gov 
- https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/ 
- https://www.usaspending.gov 
- https://docs.house.gov 
- https://www.justice.gov/archives 

o Texas crime and immigration status data 
- https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/crime-records/texas-criminal-illegal-

noncitizen-data 
- https://www.dps.texas.gov/administration/crime_records/pages/illegalArstConv.

pdf 
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