David Benjamin Sherry
Earth Changes
A chalk mural activity by Sherry’s Artpace exhibition

OB J EC TI VE S
Using tape and chalk to compose an abstracted
landscape, you will create a geometric chalk
mural inspired by David’s exhibition, Earth

Changes.
M AT ER I AL S
Family
A variety of sidewalk chalk or pastels
Blue painter’s tape
Earth Changes Chalk Mural by Ryene Sanders,
Artpace Education Intern

I NST R U C TIO NS
1. GO OUTSIDE! Decide on a clean, flat sidewalk area or driveway to act as your canvas.
2. Take turns taping long pieces of blue painter’s tape to the ground in a fun, geometric design.
Consider using breaks along a sidewalk to frame your composition.
3. Work together to color in each shape with as many colors as possible, or, a specific palette of
colors.

4. Remove the tape.
5. Create a title for your mural and share David Benjamin Sherry, Earth Changes Artpace International Artist-inon social media—tag us: @artpace, #ArtpaceAtHome; #MakeArtHappen.
DIS C USS IO N QU ES T IONS TO FACI LI TATE A CONV E RSATI ON W I TH STUD E NT S
How did you determine where and how your lines of tape would connect?
How does your chalk mural connect to the environment it’s in?
Do you feel more connected to your environment now that you’re done with your mural? How so?
How do you feel about creating something that’s not going to last very long?
What was the most challenging part of working in a group on this project?
What was the best part?
If you had to make another chalk mural like this, what would you do differently?

EX EM PLA R

Earth Changes Chalk Mural by Ryene Sanders, Artpace Education Intern

AB O UT D AVID BE N JA M IN SH ERRY
David Benjamin Sherry photographs nature using traditional 4-by-5-inch film, which is altered in the
darkroom, resulting in chromogenic prints in brilliant hues. Seeking inspiration in natural settings, he
portrays geological phenomena such as rock formations and sand dunes, as well as landscapes, in
vivid, unexpected colors that are a departure from their natural presentation. His stimulating spectrum
presents an alternate reality, a radical imaginative view of the emotional connection and energy felt
while traveling through America’s national parks, where most of his landscapes are photographed.

David Benjamin Sherry, Earth Changes, 2012. Photos by Tod Johnson.

T EKS ( H IGH S CHOOL , L E VE L I ) :
(1) Foundations: observation and perception. The student develops and expands visual literacy skills
using critical thinking, imagination, and the senses to observe and explore the world by learning
about, understanding, and applying the elements of art, principles of design, and expressive qualities.
The student uses what the student sees, knows, and has experienced as sources for examining,
understanding, and creating original artwork. The student is expected to:
(B) identify and understand the elements of art, including line, shape, color, texture, form, space, and
value, as the fundamentals of art in personal artwork.
(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas through original artwork using a variety of
media with appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas creatively while challenging
the imagination, fostering reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and progressive
problem-solving skills. The student is expected to:
(E) collaborate to create original works of art.

(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student demonstrates an understanding of art history and
culture by analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of cultures. The student develops
global awareness and respect for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The student is
expected to:
(C) collaborate on community-based art projects.
(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to and analyzes the artworks of self and
others, contributing to the development of the lifelong skills of making informed judgments and
reasoned evaluations. The student is expected to:
(A) interpret, evaluate, and justify artistic decisions in artwork by self, peers, and other artists such as
that in museums, local galleries, art exhibits, and websites.

Artpace San Antonio Educator Resources, 2020.
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) standards provided by Michael Stoltz, Fine Arts,
San Antonio Independent School District.

