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In Folding, Floating, Falling, Shana Hoehn transforms wood, furniture, ceramics, and found
objects into sculptural forms that recall uncanny elements of a girlhood fantasy and propriations
of the female form. Her exhibition presents body-sized sculptures along with a few smaller and
intimate works within the expansive gallery.
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Created with a hybrid of materials, the artworks all show the hand of the artist as Hoehn’s studio
work extends from hand tools to computer-designed CNC carving and from ceramic kiln firing to
cast metal. The exhibiton includes wo small works, Arch of Hysteria, which are based upon
ready-made found objects.
Occupying space within the gallery, four life-sized sculptures integrate common pieces of
furniture with feminine forms or life species. Hoehn told Artpace, “In these new wooden forms,
bodies fold into themselves. Folded hair becomes serpent-like forms, weapons, or tools such as
rope. Furniture such as desks, tables, stair banisters also become swamp-like surfaces where
spines, braids, and plants emerge.”
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Installed on the wall, a series of small works, Paper Dolls, draws influence from American
automobile hood ornaments that are mostly hybrids of women and jet planes. These works are
no longer streamlined into action yet are provided with restful poses. Viewers can also listen to
the sculpture as a new audio work around the loss of a childhood friend and an ode to the
women arching their back.
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In Hoehn’s world, American ideals of the feminine, the natural, and the industrial collide.
1 Arch of Hysteria 2
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Untitled
Wood, bronze, paint, plastic

2 Untitled
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Paper Doll 3
Hood ornament and bronze

3 Arch of Hysteria 1
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Untitled
Wood, brass, paint

4 Untitled
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Paper Doll 2
Hood ornament and bronze

Hood ornament and steel bracket

Wood

Hood ornament and steel bracket

Wood, aluminum, glitter nail polish

5 Paper Doll 1

Hood ornament and bronze
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The Fall 2022 Residency program is curated by Natalie Bell, Curator at the MIT List
Visual Arts Center.
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Since 1995, Artpace has welcomed more than 260 artists through
its renowned International Artist-in-Residence program. Annually,
Artpace hosts three residencies, which each feature one
Texas-based artist, one national artist, and one international artist,
who are selected by a notable guest curator. Each eight-week
residency culminates in a two-month exhibition on site. The
mission of this program is to provide artists with unparalleled
resources that allow them to experiment with new ideas and take
provocative risks.

In residence September 20–November 22, 2021 | Exhibitions on view November 18, 2021–January 9, 2022

ABOUT THE
INTERNATIONAL
ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE
PROGRAM

Artpace San Antonio is a nonprofit residency program which supports
regional, national, and international artists in the creation of new art. As
a catalyst for artistic expression, we engage local communities with
global art practices and experiences.
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Shana Hoehn (b. Texarkana, TX) is an artist working with sculpture, video, and
photo-adjacent processes. Her research and artwork are a personal and historical
inquiry into the aesthetics that allegorize the femme form. Conjuring imagery from her
girlhood psyche and the female body in car culture, the medical imagination,
pop-culture, and military-industrial objects, she disorganizes these sites of control and
fantasy in such a way that retires their previous symbolic performance. Hoehn
received her BFA in Painting at Maryland Institute College of Art and her MFA in
Sculpture and Extended Media at Virginia Commonwealth University. She has
participated in residencies and fellowships such as the Jan Van Eyck Academie, the
Core Program at the Museum of Fine Arts Houston, Skowhegan School of Painting
and Sculpture, Acre Residency, SOMA Summer, and the Fulbright Program in Mexico.
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