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Juan Miguel Ramos: Drawing and Photoshop
ABOUT THE ARTIST
Juan Miguel Ramos holds an MFA from the University of
Texas at San Antonio and teaches photography and drawing
at Northwest Vista Community College, San Antonio, TX.
Truly a product of San Antonio’s art education, Ramos began
his training at the age of eight, when he attended the
Southwest School of Arts and Crafts. Subsequently, he studied at the San Antonio Art Institute, the Guadalupe Cultural
Arts Center and earned his BFA from the University of Texas
at San Antonio.
Ramos' work has exhibited nationally and has been featured
in individual exhibitions at Mexic-Arte Museum, Austin, TX;
Sala Diaz, Cactus Bra Art Space, and the UTSA Satellite
Space, San Antonio, TX.
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Juan Miguel Ramos was selected for the 2003 residency by Francesco Bonami as the
Texas Artist-in-Resident. Ramos was also an Artpace Hudson (Show)Room exhibitor in
2012.
Juan Miguel Ramos challenges the assumptions that we hold about communal identity.
Based in San Antonio, Ramos develops multimedia projects which utilize video, pho-
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tography, Sharpie®	
   drawings, and text to question stereotypes and to suggest the
mercurial nature of identity.
LESSON OVERVIEW
In this lesson students will develop an understanding between the connection of art
and Photoshop. Within contemporary art the technology that is in artists grasp is exponentially beneficial. Students will gain a basic understanding of Photoshop tools and
how the program can profit artists in the creative process. Using self-portrait contour
drawings and overlaying them onto a photograph the students assemble a 2dimensional digital drawing.
OBJECTIVES
In this lesson, students will:
• Create a self-portrait drawing using contour lines.
• Take a photograph with a digital camera to illustrate a location important to
them.
• Experiment with basic tools on Photoshop to enhance and add to their contour
drawing.
• Assemble the layers of their digital images to create a work of art.
MATERIALS
• White paper
• Pencil
• Black Sharpies
• Scissors
• Pencils
• Erasers
• Mirrors
• Computer with Photoshop
• Color Printer (or the project can just be digital)
• Digital camera
• Images or PowerPoint of Juan Miguel Ramos’	
  artwork.
http://serieproject.org/product/juan-miguel-ramos/
WARM-UP
• Print off enough portraits of random people
from the Internet for each student. Cut the
face in half and have the student glue that on a
piece of paper. Students should then draw the

Above: Example of face for warm
up.	
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other half of the persons face using contour
lines. Demonstrate to the children how you
would draw the rest of the face.
PROCEDURE
The student will…
1. Be given mirrors, paper, pencil, and black
sharpie. With these tools the student will create contour drawing of their face, sketching
with pencil first and then going back and tracing with the black sharpie.
2. Scan their contour line self-portrait drawing
into the computer.
3. Open their scanned image in Photoshop.
4. Take a photograph with a digital camera of a
place that interests them it could be the city,
their neighborhood, a park, etc.
5. Upload their photograph onto the computer
and open that image in Photoshop as well.
6. Edit their contour line drawing only in Photoshop at this time. Student will use the paint
bucket and add color into their drawing.
7. Utilizing Photoshop students will combine the
two separate layers on Photoshop.
8. End up with a photograph of a place with their
contour line drawings on top that students
have added color to.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS TO FACILITATE A CONVERSATION WITH STUDENTS
• How do you think Juan Miguel Ramos creates
his artwork?
• Why do you think he combines photographs
with this cartoon like images?
• How does the place you chose relate to identity and portraiture?
• Have you ever used Photoshop before? What
are the uses of it? What are other functions or
tools you can use on Photoshop?

Above: Student example of step 1. Photo
by Juan Miguel Ramos	
  

Above: Student example of step 4. Photo by
Juan Miguel Ramos	
  

Above: Student example of step 6. Photo by
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What photograph did you use for the background of your drawing? Why did you choose
that location?
Did you think about the expression in your face
as you drew yourself? How would your expression change your drawing?
Did you title your artwork? What and why?
Juan Miguel Ramos’	
   artwork deals mainly with
the concept of identity, what do you think your
identity is? Does your identity change in your
artwork?
Why do you think identity is so important to
Juan Miguel Ramos?
Ramos also deals with concepts of memories
and storytelling in his work? Do you have a
specific memory or story attached to the
location you chose?

Above: Student example of step 7. Photo by
Juan Miguel Ramos	
  

Right & Above: Examples of completed student projects.	
  

EXTENSIONS
• Create a series these digital images. Each having a different expression in a different location depending on how that location makes you feel.
• Create a book with images like this, almost like a log book of trips or vacations
you take.
• Write a short story about your artwork. What would you want the viewer to think
when they look at this image? Where you’re going? What you were doing?
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Explore Photoshop more extensively by creating another layer on your digital
image.
• Create a writing prompt to go along with your lesson.
•

TEKS
•

•
•

•

•

•

FINE ARTS
o 117.11 (b.1), (b.2), (b.3.A), (b.4)
o 117.14 (b.1), (b.2), (b.3) (b.4)
o 117.17 (b.1), (b.2), (b.4)
o 117.32 (b.1), (b.2), (b.4)
o 117.35 (b.1), (b.2), (b.3.B) (b.4)
o 117.38 (b.1), (b.2), (b.3.A), (b.3.B), (b.4)
SCIENCE
o 112.10-112.17 (b.5.A)
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND READING
o 110.10-110.16 (b.18.C)
o 110.17-110.26 (b.13.A, B, D)
SOCIAL STUDIES
o 113.10-113.16 (b.2.B), (b.4.A, C), (b. 11.A, B), (b.12.A, B)
o 113.17-113.20 (b.3.A), (b.18.A, C, D)
TECHNOLOGY APPLICATIONS
o 126.6 (b.1.A-D), (b.2.B-D), (b.4.B)
o 126.7 (b.1.A, C), (b.2.C), (b.3.B, D)
o 126.14-126.16 (b.1.2), (c.1.B, C), (c.4.A, B)
MATH
o 111.2 (b.1.B, C), (b.2.D, (b.6.A-F)
o 111.3-111.5 (b.A-C)
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